Biography of Hanneke de Wit

The young Dutch soprano Hanneke de Wit (1977) studied at the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague  with Thea van der Putten, Rita Dams and Diane Forlano. In 2003 she graduated at the New Opera Academy as Pamina in Mozart’s Zauberflöte with special mention for musicality. 

In 2005 she sang the role of Euridice from Glucks opera Orfeo ed Euridice  at the Nationale Reisopera. The next year she sang Pamina in The Magic Flute conducted by Jan Stulen in the RAI Theater in Amsterdam. This summer  she performed the role of La Contessa in Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro conducted by Martin Sieghart. In 2008 she will be singing the First Lady in Mozart’s Zauberflöte in the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam conducted by Jan Willem de Vriend.
The composer Micha Hamel created a work for her and the Doelen Quartet that was performed in 2005 in the Doelen Concert Hall in Rotterdam. Together with this quartet she got an invitation by the Gergiev Festival that same year. 

Hanneke de Wit has appeared as a soloist in numerous oratorios such as Bach’s Passions, Mozart’s Krönungsmesse, Hoffmann’s Miserere, Brahms’s Ein deutches Requiem, Schumann’s Der Rose Pilgerfahrt, Mahler’s 2. Symphonie, Mendelssohn’s Elias / Paulus. 

Last June Hanneke de Wit made her debut with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in Bruckner’s Mass in f-minor conducted bij Philippe Herreweghe. She also performed in the chamber concert serie of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. The Concertgebouw invited her for next season to give a recital the series “Young Dutch Musicians” together with pianist Alexander Schmalcz.
In 2008 Hanneke de Wit will go on tour with Mozart’s Requiem conducted by Jan Willem de Vriend (Combattimento Consort) and with Haydn’s Schöpfung conducted by Frans Brüggen (Orchestra of the 18th century).
In 2004 Hanneke de Wit won the first prize in the Cristina Deutekom Opera Competition. During the IVC competition 2006 in Den Bosch  Hanneke de Wit won the prize for the best Dutch singer. 

Hanneke de Wit participated in the masterclasses of Roberta Alexander, Elly Ameling, Graham Clarke, Robert Holl, Charlotte Margiono, Jard van Nes, and Ian Bostridge (Royal Concertgebouw).Her vocal coaches are Margreet Honig and the famous baritone Matthias Goerne.

Due to her great interest in languages Hanneke de Wit also studied German Language and Literature at the University of Leiden.  
You may read more about Hanneke de Wit on her website at www.hannekedewit.nl 

